A REPORT ON FREEMASONRY

/14

HOME MISSION BOARD,SBC
March 17, 1993




A REPORT ON FREEMASONRY

In annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention, June 9-11, 1992, the following
motion was approved:

The Southern Baptist Convention in annual session June 9-11, 1992, at
Indianapolis, Indiana, directs the Interfaith Witness Department of the Home
Mission Board to study the compatibility with Christianity and Southern Baptist
doctrine of the organization known variously as the Masonic Lodge, Masonry,
Freemasonry, and or Ancient and Accepted Right [sic] of Freemasonry. The
study is to encompass any and all branches and or lodges thereof. Furthermore,
the convention charges the Home Mission Board with the responsibility of
bringing a report with recommendation to the Convention which is to meet in
Houston, Texas, June 1993.!

We report

That the Interfaith Witness Department of the Home Mission Board (HMB) has
completed a study of Freemasonry and its various branches, as directed by the Convention, with
special attention given to the compatibility of Freemasonry with Christianity and Southern Baptist
doctrine. The study has been reviewed by the HMB Executive Council (president and vice
presidents), by the Board of Directors’ Administrative Committee (officers and committee
chairmen), and by the Board of Directors of the HMB. The study has now been published as
a 75-page document and is available for purchase on a cost-recovery basis from the Home
Mission Board and/or Baptist Book Stores.

We further report

That the Administrative Committee of the Board of Directors has prepared this printed
report to the Convention and that it has been reviewed and approved by action of the Board of
Directors, meeting March 17, 1993, in Atlanta, Ga.

We commend

The Masonic Order for its many charitable endeavors such as the operation of 22
Shriners hospitals, 19 orthopedic hospitals, and 3 burns institutes with noteworthy success in
treatment, research, and education, often providing free treatment to children under 18 years of
age. Also, we commend support of the Foundation for the Prevention of Drug and Alcohol

""Proceedings," Annual of the Southern Baptist Convention 1992, (Nashville: Executive
Committee, 1992) p. 86.



Abuse Among Children and the Eastern Star sponsorship of Masonic Homes for the Aged.
These, with many other charitable and benevolent endeavors, are commendable.

We acknowledge

That many outstanding Christians and Southern Baptists now are, and in the past have
been Masons, including such notable past Southern Baptist leaders as B.H. Carroll, George W.
Truett, L.R. Scarborough, W.T. Connor, Louie D. Newton, and J.B. Lawrence.

We recognize

That many of the tenets and teachings of some Grand Lodges could be considered
compatible with, and even supportive of, Christian faith and practice, such as the strong
emphasis on honesty, integrity, industry, and character and the insistence that every member
believe in God. Some Grand Lodges have written into their monitors, guidelines, and rituals
explicit references to Christian faith, including exact quotes from the Bible, such as in the ritual
constituting a new lodge in the Monitor of the Lodge of the Grand Lodge of Texas:

"I now solemnly consecrate this lodge to the honor and glory of Jehovah, the
Grand Architect of the Universe."?

Or the explicit reference to Jesus in the Masonic Code of the Grand Lodge of Alabama:

"It is therefore proper and in accordance with Masonic law and tenets for a
Mason who believes in the Christ Jesus to offer prayers in the Lodge in His
Name."?

Or the ceremony for laying a cornerstone found in The Murrow Masonic Monitor of the Grand
Lodge of Oklahoma:

"According to the grace of God which is given unto me, as a wise masterbuilder,
I have laid the foundation, and another buildeth thereon. But let every man take
heed how he buildeth thereupon. For other foundation can no man lay, than that
is laid, which is Jesus Christ."*

Or the ceremony of the extinguishing of the lights, a Scottish Rite ceremony held on Maundy
Thursday:

‘Monitor of the Lodge (Waco: Grand Lodge of Texas, 1982), p. 148.
*Masonic Code (Grand Lodge of Alabama, 1963), p. 141,

*The Murrow Masonic Monitor (Guthrie: Grand Lodge of Oklahoma, revised 1988), p. 190.






