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N.S.R.K. 
Ravi was 
born into a 
very wealthy 
Hindu family 
in Hyderabad, 
India. They 
were members of the 
second-highest caste, 
or religious class, in India, 
lower only than Hindu priests. As a child, 
Ravi enjoyed music, mostly the classical 
type, but sometimes he would listen to 
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would help his son; however, 
nothing improved his condition. His 
parents believed that his illness was 
caused by bad karma, or sins in 
his past lives (see related article on 
page 28). Because of this belief, 
when his family got together for 
celebrations, he was carried by 
the family’s servants to an area separate 
from the rest of the family. 

Ravi felt rejected. He knew he had done 
nothing to cause his polio, yet his parents 
showed his brothers and sisters lots of 
affection, but kept their distance from him.

When he was 17 years old, he decided 
he could not take the rejection any longer. 
Though he was confined to a wheelchair, 
Ravi ran away from home. At a train 
station, he happened to meet a man who 
told him about Jesus. The man also told 
Ravi about a Christian boarding school 
he could attend. While at the boarding 
school, Ravi learned more about Jesus 
and the unconditional love He gives. Ravi 
prayed to receive Jesus as his Savior and 
Lord. He left the faith of his family.

 
New Life and New Love
Ravi met his wife, Sheila, during their 
college days. Also Indian, she was a 
nursing student whose brother lived in an 
apartment next door to Ravi. During one 
of her visits to her brother, she met her 
future husband. Sheila’s parents did not 
approve of their getting married at first, 
so they prayed and waited. They waited 
three years until her father finally gave his 
approval! 

Ravi continued his education, eventually 
earning five advanced degrees, including a 
Ph.D. He attended seminary and currently 
serves the Lord at the North American 
Mission Board in Alpharetta, Georgia, 
as the Coordinator of the Evangelism 
Response Center.

Even when 
you think 
your life is 
hopeless, 
God cares 
about you!

Barbara Davis is a counselor at First Baptist Church in Alpharetta, Georgia. 
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                     From 
Bad Karma to New Life

the Beatles, Elvis 
Presley, or other groups 

popular at that time. He 
also enjoyed playing a game 

that was similar to chess called 
Pachisi. Ravi enjoyed hanging out with 

his friends, much like children do today. 
In India, children were expected to help 
their families by assisting with household 
chores. His father was a farmer who grew 
several crops and raised cows.

Ravi was a healthy baby and the family 
rejoiced over the birth of a son, since they 
were treasured by that culture. However, 
at age three he contracted polio. Because 
he could not walk, he had to be carried 
everywhere he went. His parents spent 
lots of money giving Ravi the best medical 
treatment available. His father built two 
temples to the village gods, hoping that 


